NAME: _______________________​​​_____________
DATE: ____________


PERIOD: _____


Viewing Guide: Thirteen Days
Credits:  
Describe the events we see taking place.  What do they signify?

A U2 plane is flying.  What is it doing?  Where do you think this is?

What do you think is in the box?
Tuesday, October 16, 1962:
What is Kenny’s position in the Kennedy Administration?  What do you think he does?

Why are they concerned about these missiles in Cuba?
What are these ladies with headsets doing?

How far north can these missiles go?

Dean Rusk:  If we permit the introduction of nuclear missiles to a Soviet satellite nation in our hemisphere, the diplomatic consequences would be too terrible to contemplate.  The Russians are trying to show the world they can do whatever they want wherever they want, and we are powerless to stop them.  If they succeed…

Bobby Kennedy:  It will be Munich all over again
What does Bobby mean by this?  What happened in Munich?

What are the 2 options?

Why are the advisors worried about moving against Cuba and the Soviet Union?

What is the end result of Dean Achenson’s scenario?  Why is he worried about the meeting with the Kennedys?
Wednesday, October 17, 1962:
What action does Robert (Bob) McNamara’s scenario suggest for Cuba?

Thursday, October 18, 1962:
What American policy is Gen. LeMay (Air Force Chief of Staff) alluding to when he is discussing “the big Red dog [is] digging in our backyard”?

The Soviet Ambassador assures JFK that their help to Cuba is of a ________________ nature.

Friday, October 19, 1962:
Does JFK cancel on Richard Daley, the Mayor of Chicago?

EXCOM agreed to a _________________________.

Saturday, October 20, 1962:
What are they blocking for?
Why are they calling it a quarantine instead of a blockade?

The Quarantine Plan:

1.  800 miles out all boats will be boarded
2.  Boats carrying weapons will be turned back

3.  Quarantine does not add or subtract missile count in Cuba

4.  Gives Soviet Union chance to pull back without a war

5.  If Soviet Union refuses to remove missiles, USA retains right to

_____________________________________________________________________________.

What does Adlai Stevenson suggest as a 3rd course?
Sunday, October 21, 1962:
What alert does JFK place all armed forces on?

Monday, October 22, 1962:
How many networks did JFK request airtime on?

What will JFK consider an act of war?
Tuesday, October 23, 1962:
Did Sorenson write an airstrike version of the televised speech for JFK?  Why or why not?

How does Khrushchev react to JFK’s speech?
Why does EXCOM want more low-level flights over Cuba?
Why does Kenny want Margaret?  What do you think he is going to ask her to do?

Why are Cdr. Ecker and his men not allowed to be shot at on their mission?

Where the Navy planes fired upon?

What did Cdr. Ecker say hit the planes?

How did Cdr. Ecker describe his mission to the Joint Chiefs of Staff?

What does Dean Rusk need from the Organization of American States?  Does he get it?
JFK describes The Guns of August to Bobby and Kenny.  

Why is his talking about it now?
How does World War I correlate to the situation JFK finds himself and the country in?

What are the evacuation procedures for?
Wednesday, October 24, 1962:
How many ships are trying to run the blockade?

What does JFK decide to do with the Russian sub?

______ Soviet ships are turning around, but _______ are still trying to run the line

Why is JFK upset about DEFCOM 2?

Thursday, October 25, 1962:
What did  JFK do with Bobby after meeting with the Joint Chiefs and advisors?


Why is it a bad idea?

“War is a moral contest and they are won in the temples before they’re ever fought”
JFK quotes Sun-Tzu in conversation with Kenny.  This inspires his Administration’s new tactic for beating the Soviet Union.  What is his new strategy?

Kenny refers to a political decision made by JFK and Bobby’s father in conversation with Bobby. What was the decision that Kennedy’s dad made that was so bad?
Friday, October 26, 1962:
Why is McNamara so upset with Admiral  Anderson?  How is he afraid the Soviets will read the Navy’s actions?

Why does John Scali (the reporter) need to see the President?

Why do JFK and his advisors think that John’s friend is important?

How much time is Khrushchev’s friend Fomin given to fix the deal?

Saturday, October 27, 1962:
What is the deal that Khrushchev wants EXCOM to consider:
________________________________ in exchange for ______________________________________

What are they going to do with the letters?
What kind of deal does EXCOM come up with?

Kenny and Bobby drive to the Soviet Embassy.  What do they find happening at the building and why?

When the Soviet attaché asks Kenny, “Who are you?” he responds ___________________________


How does the woman react?


Why?

What private assurances does Bobby give the Soviet Ambassador?

Monday, October28, 1962:
Why is the mushroom cloud shown in the sunrise?

“What kind of a peace do we seek?  I am talking about genuine peace, the kind of peace that makes life on earth worth living…not merely peace in our time but peace for all time….Our problems are man-made, therefore they can be solved by man….For, in the final analysis, our most basic common link is that we all inhabit this small planet.  We all breathe the same air.  We all cherish our children's future. And we are all mortal.” – John Fitzgerald Kennedy, American University Commencement speech (June 10, 1963)
Reflect on JFK’s end quote.  What does it mean to you?  How can it be applied to the world today?

