Founder:

Ezana and Byzantine Empire 
· Ezana declared Axum a Christian state making it the first in the Ancient world

· Nubia became Christian in the time of the Roman emperor Justinian

· Converted population through missionaries 

· Nubia came from Kushite empire

· Byzantine helped influenced by the spread of religion

Kingdoms:

Included Axum, Nubia, and Ethiopia.
Economy:

Agriculture, herding, and trading based economy. 
· Region was fertile
· Traded through the Red Sea
Religion:

Orthodox Christians, Coptic (Egyptian)

Christians 
Why invest?

Major ports connected with the Mediterranean region, Egypt, Arabia, Persia, and India. Wealthy trading kingdom
Port:

Adulis- thrived next to the Red Sea, in Axum
Relied on the Red Sea to trade with other kingdoms
Trade:

Imports:  Silver, gold, olive oil and wine
Exports: luxury goods of glass crystal, slaves, brass and copper. Frankincense, used in burials, and myrrh had important medicinal properties. 
 
Cities:

Adulis, Axum, and Matara, were the three major cosmopolitan cities in the ancient world. 
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Served as a crossroad of cultures of the ancient world, included: Sudanic, Arabic, Middle Eastern, and Indian.   
· Jewish, Nubian, Christian, and Buddhist minorities in the city.
Government:

Monarchy with the influence of Christianity 
Technology: 
· Styles of pottery making, ivory carving, metalwork in silver, gold, bronze and iron, and glassware production

· Tombs of kings were marked by stelae (stone pillars) surpassing heights of Egyptian pharaohs obelisks 
Currency:

Used gold, silver, and bronze as coinage when some empires saw no used of the sophisticated currency or could not afford it.

Education:
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Written texts in Greek, Egyptian Coptic, and old Nubian
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Language: Ge’ez, Aksum’s language
· High literacy rate in the 6th century
Axum:

· Third largest empire in the 6 century 

· Believed to have the oldest testament 

· Has oldest Chritian church in Africa: St. Mary’s

· Had prayer of stones, have Greek writing
· Extended its rule to Nubia 
Nubia:

· [image: image4.wmf]Came from the Kushite empire
· Converted to Christianity through the Coptic Egyptians

Ethiopia:

· Highland were highly fortressed with agriculture
Obelisk in Ethiopia 
Christian Kingdoms      
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